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Mixer

What Christmas movie “world” would you put yourself in?

Neighborly - Daily Devotional
To get the Daily Devotionals delivered to you every morning, text ‘dailydevotional’ to 97000.

1. In Pastor Ken’s 11/29/21 entry, The Hope of Advent, he sets the stage for this season of advent - the
coming of Jesus with his eyes on the cross in the future. The first candle of Advent is Hope - secure
assurance, trust in a trustworthy God. What does that mean to you? Spend some time this week with
your family answering these questions:

1.     What is something you hope for?

2.     Why is waiting so hard?

3.     What does the Christmas season teach us about hope?

4.     What does it mean for you to put your hope in Jesus?

2. In Student Ministries Director, Cristina’s, 12/2/21 entry, Where Is Your Hope?, she reminds us that
Mary could have put her hope in the ease and enjoyment of life, but instead, she put her hope in
Jesus. She talked about confidence in fulfillment. Reflect on Romans 5:5. If this is true, how might
what you place your hope in look different in light of Christmas?

Sermon Notes
The Father Effect - Josh Hotsenpiller

Scriptures: Matthew 1:21-23; 14:22-27, 28-29, 30-31; Hebrews 11:6; Psalm 139:7-12, 91:14-15

1. What impacted or challenged you in today’s message?

2. Josh said that God is the kind of “Daddy” that desires to be at each and every stage of our lives.
Do you pick and choose where/when He can enter, or do you maybe have blind spots?

3. Read Matthew 1:21-23. Emmanuel - God with us. Do you have a “Daddy” relationship with God?
How do your relationships with your parent(s) help or hinder your relationship with your Heavenly



Father?

4. Restlessness: Like the disciples in the boat, do you sometimes not recognize Jesus when he is right
in front of you?

5. Risk: God’s heart is expanding for you and to fully gratify Him, we have to jump into the water and
trust Him...and the result is His reward. What is that thing God is calling you to, and what might be
the resulting rewards in your life if you said yes?
(Remember the 3 test questions: Is the Holy Spirit putting this on you? Can another person who
loves Jesus validate it? Can you find it in God’s Word?)

6. Rescue: We all relate to stepping out of the boat and beginning to sink. Do you resist His rescue -
are you stubborn, scared, embarrassed, confused - or do you cry out? What does God want us to
know about Him in that moment?

7. If you call on God’s name, what will He do for you? Read Psalms 91:14-15. How will this
understanding of Him change how you live out your life, love your spouse, your kids, your neighbor,
your church?

Go Deeper - with Goodbook
**Goodbook is on break through the end of the year.** Catch the archived sessions on demand at
thechurchrb.org/goodbook

Serve
Hey Seniors  - come share some Christmas fun with our younger generation on Saturday, Dec 11,
1-3pm. We are inviting our Kindergarten-5th Grade students to come for some fun crafts and cookie
decorating with our Senior Sitters (that’s you!). Sign up at thechurchrb.org or contact Pastor
heidi@thechurchrb.org or Pastor pam@thechurchrb.org to find out how you can be a part of this special
event!

Pray
Pray this week for God to prepare your heart for the Christmas season and the upcoming Impact
Offering. Thank Him for His blessings He has bestowed upon you, thereby creating an opportunity for
you to be a blessing to others.  Ask Him to help you see the needs around you through His eyes, that
your heart would be more open than ever to positively impact the life of another, bringing a little of “up
there, down here.” Amen.
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